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(57) ABSTRACT

A sensor apparatus and an information processing apparatus
having excellent operability are provided. A sensor apparatus
includes a touch panel, a casing, and a pressure-sensitive
sensor. The touch panel includes an input operation surface
and detects a position at which an operator comes into contact
with the input operation surface directly or indirectly. The
casing accommodates the touch panel. The pressure-sensitive
sensor includes a first electrode fixed to the touch panel, a
second electrode fixed to the casing, and an elastic body
arranged between the touch panel and the casing and elasti-
cally supporting the touch panel with respect to the casing.
The pressure-sensitive sensor detects a pressing force input to
the input operation surface, as a change of a capacitance
between the first and second electrodes.
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1
SENSOR APPARATUS AND INFORMATION
PROCESSING APPARATUS

CROSS REFERENCE TO RELATED
APPLICATIONS

The present application is a National Stage of International
Application No. PCT/JIP2010/001661 filed on Mar. 9, 2010
and which claims priority to Japanese Patent Application
Nos. 2009-067303 filed on Mar. 19, 2009 and 2009-257532
filed on Nov. 10, 2009, the entire contents of which are being
incorporated herein by reference.

BACKGROUND

The present disclosure relates to a sensor apparatus includ-
ing a touch panel and to an information processing apparatus.

Various electronic apparatuses, for example, information
processing apparatuses such as personal computers and cel-
Iular phones, include devices capable of being input with
touch panels. For the touch panel as a sensor apparatus, an
input device of a capacitive system, a resistive system, or the
like is used. For example, in a capacitive touch panel, an input
operator such as a finger and a contact pen is caused to come
into contact with a touch panel operation surface, and accord-
ingly a contact position thereof is detected and an input opera-
tion is made (see, for example, Patent Document 1).

Patent Document 1: Japanese Patent Application Laid-
open No. Hei 8-147092

SUMMARY

In the touch panel described above, at a time of input
operation, it is necessary to separate the input operator from
the operation surface once and then cause the input operator
to come into contact with the operation surface again in order
to perform the next input determination. For that reason, the
conventional sensor apparatus has a problem of poor oper-
ability.

In view of the circumstances as described above, it is
desirable to provide a sensor apparatus and an information
processing apparatus with excellent operability.

According to an embodiment, there is provided a sensor
apparatus including a touch panel, a casing, and a pressure-
sensitive sensor.

The touch panel includes an input operation surface and
detects a position at which an operator comes into contact
with the input operation surface directly or indirectly.

The casing accommodates the touch panel.

The pressure-sensitive sensor includes a first electrode
fixed to the touch panel, a second electrode fixed to the casing,
and an elastic body arranged between the touch panel and the
casing and elastically supporting the touch panel with respect
to the casing. The pressure-sensitive sensor detects a pressing
force input to the input operation surface, as a change of a
capacitance between the first and second electrodes.

According to the sensor apparatus, since the touch panel is
provided, it is possible to perform position detection of the
input operation surface with which the operator comes into
contact. Further, since the pressure-sensitive sensor in which
a capacitance is changed in accordance with a pressing force
is provided, it is possible to detect a pressing force with
respect to the input operation surface by the operator, based
onthe capacitance change. Accordingly, itis possible to judge
an input determination based on the detection of the pressing
force. Accordingly, when the operator merely comes into
direct or indirect contact with the input operation surface, it is
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2

not judged to be an input determination, with the result that
erroneous inputs can be reduced. In addition, the operator can
be moved in a state of coming into direct or indirect contact
with the input operation surface, which improves the oper-
ability.

In a case where the input operation surface has a rectangu-
lar shape, the pressure-sensitive sensor can be arranged at
each of four corners of the touch panel.

Accordingly, it is possible to highly precisely detect a
pressing force without depending on a press position with
respect to the input operation surface.

The elastic body may be formed in an annular shape along
a circumference of the touch panel.

Accordingly, it is possible to obtain a stable operational
feeling without depending on a press position. Further, the
elastic body can be given a function as a sealing member
attached between the touch panel and the casing.

The first electrode may be formed correspondingly to each
of'the four corner positions of the touch panel. In this case, the
plurality of first electrodes may be electrically connected to
each other.

The capacitance changes detected at positions at which the
first electrodes are formed are combined, with the result that
itis possible to detect a pressing force with respect to the input
operation surface highly precisely.

The first and second electrodes may be each formed in the
annular shape along the circumference of the touch panel, by
which the same effect as that described above can also be
obtained. The “annular shape” used herein includes a con-
tinuous annular shape along the circumference of the touch
panel, and a noncontinuous annular shape partially having a
notch portion. The same holds true for the meaning of the
“annular elastic body”.

The sensor apparatus may further include a judgment unit
configured to judge the pressing force based on a combined
value of capacitance changes detected by the respective pres-
sure-sensitive sensors arranged at the four corner positions of
the touch panel. Accordingly, it is possible to highly precisely
detect a pressing force without depending on a press position
with respect to the input operation surface. The judgment unit
may judge the pressing force from the combined value of the
capacitance changes, or may judge the pressing force from an
average value obtained by dividing the combined value by the
number of pressure-sensitive sensors.

The touch panel may include a first substrate having a first
electrode pattern, a second substrate having a second elec-
trode pattern, and a bonding layer that bonds the first substrate
and the second substrate to each other. In this case, the first
electrode of the pressure-sensitive sensor can be formed on
the first substrate of the touch panel.

Accordingly, it becomes possible to form the first electrode
pattern of the touch panel and the first electrode of the pres-
sure-sensitive sensor on the first substrate in common.

The first electrode may be constituted of two electrode
portions that are opposed to the second electrode with the
elastic body being interposed therebetween.

Accordingly, it becomes unnecessary to lead wires for the
second electrode, which makes it possible to simplify the
structure.

The sensor apparatus may further include a first conductor
layer and a first dielectric layer. The first conductor layer is
provided correspondingly to the second electrode. The first
dielectric layer is provided between the first conductor layer
and the second electrode, and has a dielectric constant smaller
than that of the elastic body.
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Accordingly, it is possible to suppress a potential of the
second electrode from being varied due to disturbance, and
stabilize the detection sensitivity of the pressure-sensitive
sensor.

The sensor apparatus may further include a second con-
ductor layer and a second dielectric layer. The second con-
ductor layer is provided correspondingly to the first electrode.
The second dielectric layer is provided between the second
conductor layer and the first electrode, and has a dielectric
constant smaller than that of the elastic body.

Accordingly, it is possible to suppress a potential of the first
electrode from being varied due to disturbance, and stabilize
the detection sensitivity of the pressure-sensitive sensor.

The touch panel may be formed of a capacitive touch panel.
The touch panel is not limited to this, and other touch panel of
a resistive system or the like may be used.

The sensor apparatus may further include a judgment unit
configured to judge presence/absence of an input made with
the operator based on a magnitude of a variation in temporal
change of an output from the pressure-sensitive sensor.
Accordingly, even when an input operation involving a non-
smooth movement of the operator is made, if a variation of the
output from the pressure-sensitive sensor is small, it can be
judged to be a normal movement and then to be an input.

According to an embodiment, there is provided an infor-
mation processing apparatus including a touch panel, a cas-
ing, a pressure-sensitive sensor, and a display panel.

The touch panel includes an input operation surface and
detects a position at which an operator comes into contact
with the input operation surface directly or indirectly.

The casing accommodates the touch panel.

The pressure-sensitive sensor includes a first electrode
fixed to the touch panel, a second electrode fixed to the casing,
and an elastic body arranged between the touch panel and the
casing and elastically supporting the touch panel with respect
to the casing. The pressure-sensitive sensor detects a pressing
force input to the input operation surface, as a change of a
capacitance between the first and second electrodes.

The display panel is arranged on a back surface side of the
touch panel and accommodated in the casing.

As described above, a sensor apparatus with excellent
operability can be obtained.

Additional features and advantages are described herein,
and will be apparent from, the following Detailed Description
and the figures.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE FIGURES

FIG. 1 A schematic cross-sectional view of an information
processing apparatus according to first, second, third, sev-
enth, and eighth embodiments.

FIG. 2 A schematic exploded perspective view of the infor-
mation processing apparatus shown in FIG. 1 according to the
first embodiment, in which the illustration of a casing is
omitted.

FIG. 3 A partially enlarged view of FIG. 2, corresponding
to an exploded perspective view of a touch panel.

FIG. 4 Anenlarged view of an area surrounded by the circle
A of FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 Diagrams for explaining the principle of operation
of a pressure-sensitive sensor incorporated in the information
processing apparatus shown in FIG. 1.

FIG. 6 A diagram showing characteristics of the pressure-
sensitive sensor shown in FIG. 5.

FIG. 7 A diagram showing an arrangement example of an
FPC board in the information processing apparatus.
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FIG. 8 A schematic exploded perspective view of a sensor
apparatus incorporated in the information processing appa-
ratus shown in FIG. 1 according to the second embodiment.

FIG. 9 A schematic exploded perspective view of a sensor
apparatus incorporated in the information processing appa-
ratus shown in FIG. 1 according to the third embodiment.

FIG. 10 Perspective views of the pressure-sensitive sensors
of the first and third embodiments, and equivalent circuit
diagrams thereof.

FIG. 11 Diagrams showing a positional relationship
between the touch panel and a lower electrode due to the
deformation of an elastic body of the sensor apparatus that is
caused by a press.

FIG. 12 A schematic perspective view of the sensor appa-
ratus according to the third embodiment.

FIG. 13 A schematic partial cross-sectional view of an
information processing apparatus according to a fourth
embodiment.

FIG. 14 A schematic partial cross-sectional view of an
information processing apparatus according to a fifth
embodiment.

FIG. 15 A schematic partial cross-sectional view of an
information processing apparatus according to a sixth
embodiment.

FIG. 16 Schematic cross-sectional views of the sensor
apparatus and graphs showing a displacement amount
detected by the sensor apparatus.

FIG. 17 A diagram showing a capacitance change at a time
when an input operation is made to the sensor apparatus.

FIG. 18 An exploded perspective view of a touch panel of
a sensor apparatus according to the seventh embodiment.

FIG. 19 An exploded perspective view of a touch panel of
a sensor apparatus according to the eighth embodiment.

FIG. 20 A schematic cross-sectional view of an informa-
tion processing apparatus according to a ninth embodiment.

FIG. 21 A schematic partial cross-sectional view of an
information processing apparatus according to a modified
example.

FIG. 22 A schematic cross-sectional view showing the
structure of other capacitive touch panel.

FIG. 23 Schematic perspective views of a main portion,
showing modified examples of the structure of the pressure-
sensitive sensor constituting the sensor apparatus.

FIG. 24 A schematic plan view of an upper electrode con-
stituting the sensor apparatus according to the seventh
embodiment, and a plan view showing a modified example
thereof.

FIG. 25 Output examples of the sensor apparatus in a case
where an operator is moved smoothly on the touch panel,
according to a tenth embodiment.

FIG. 26 Output examples of the sensor apparatus in a case
where the operator is not moved smoothly on the touch panel,
according to the tenth embodiment.

FIG. 27 A flowchart of a program for judging whether an
input operation is an erroneous input or not according to the
tenth embodiment.

FIG. 28 Schematic plan views of a touch panel, showing a
conventional image processing method.

FIG. 29 Schematic plan views of a sensor apparatus, show-
ing an image processing method by the sensor apparatus
according to an eleventh embodiment.

FIG. 30 A flowchart of a program of the image processing
shown in FIG. 29.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION
First Embodiment

Hereinafter, a first embodiment will be described with
reference to the drawings.
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[Structure of Sensor Apparatus]

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an informa-
tion processing apparatus including a sensor apparatus. FI1G.
2 is a schematic exploded perspective view of the information
processing apparatus shown in FIG. 1, in which the illustra-
tion of a casing is omitted. FIG. 3 is a partially enlarged view
of FIG. 2, and corresponds to an exploded perspective view of
a touch panel. In FIG. 2, an electrode structure of the touch
panel is partially omitted for easy understanding of the figure,
and the detailed electrode structure of the touch panel is
shown in FIG. 3. FIG. 4 is an enlarged view of an area
surrounded by the circle A of FIG. 1. FIG. 5 are diagrams for
explaining the principle of operation of a pressure-sensitive
sensor incorporated in the information processing apparatus
shown in FIG. 1. FIG. 6 is a diagram showing characteristics
of the pressure-sensitive sensor shown in FIG. 5. FIG. 7 is a
diagram showing an arrangement example of an FPC (Flex-
ible Printed Circuit) board in the information processing
apparatus. In the figures, for easy understanding of the struc-
tures, the structures are illustrated at a scale different from the
actual one, and the number of wires or the like is also different
from the actual one in the illustration.

As shown in FIGS. 1 to 4, an information processing appa-
ratus 1 includes a top plate 40, a sensor apparatus 100, a liquid
crystal panel 30 as a display panel, a backlight 20 that irradi-
ates the liquid crystal panel 30 with light, and a casing 10 that
accommodates those above. In the information processing
apparatus 1, the top plate 40, the sensor apparatus 100, the
liquid crystal panel 30, and the backlight 20 are arranged in
the stated order when viewed from a user side. The sensor
apparatus 100 includes a touch panel 50 and a pressure-
sensitive sensor 60.

The top plate 40 is for protecting the surface of the touch
panel 50 located below the top plate 40, but the structure in
which the top plate 40 is omitted may be possible. For the top
plate 40, a transparent glass substrate or film can be used. The
surface of the top plate 40 on the side opposite to the side on
which the sensor apparatus 100 is arranged serves as an
operator contact surface 41 with which an input operator such
as a finger and a stylus comes into direct contact when a user
makes an input operation. Hereinafter, description will be
given while a finger is exemplified as an input operator.

The top plate 40 and the sensor apparatus 100 are bonded
and fixed to each other by a bonding layer 91. The sensor
apparatus 100 having a flat rectangular shape includes the
touch panel 50 and a pressure-sensitive sensor 60 having a flat
rectangular shape, which are bonded and fixed to each other.

The touch panel 50 has an input operation surface 51
located on the operator contact surface 41 side, and a second
surface 52 located on the liquid crystal panel 30 side opposite
thereto. A total of four pressure-sensitive sensors 60 are
arranged one by one at four corners of a frame portion of the
second surface 52 of the touch panel 50. The touch panel 50
is arranged to be positioned on the top plate 40 side, and the
pressure-sensitive sensors 60 are arranged to be positioned on
the liquid crystal panel 30 side. The liquid crystal panel 30 is
arranged on a back surface side of the touch panel 50. In this
embodiment, the operator comes into indirect contact with
the input operation surface 51 via the top plate 40, and an
input operation is made.

The pressure-sensitive sensor 60 constituting a part of the
sensor apparatus 100 is fixedly arranged on the casing 10. The
pressure-sensitive sensor 60 includes an elastic body 62, and
an upper electrode 61 serving as a first electrode and a lower
electrode 63 serving as a second electrode, which are
arranged so as to interpose the elastic body 62 therebetween.
‘When the operator contact surface 41 is pressed in a direction
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perpendicular to the operator contact surface 41 (z-axis direc-
tion in the figures), the elastic body 62 of the pressure-sensi-
tive sensor 60 is deformed so as to be contracted, and the top
plate 40 and the touch panel 50 to which the pressure-sensi-
tive sensor 60 is bonded and fixed are moved in the pressing
direction at the same time. In this way, the pressure-sensitive
sensor 60 has the structure in which a thickness thereof is
deformed by the press in the direction perpendicular to the
operator contact surface 41 (z-axis direction in the figures).
Therefore, the touch panel 50 is moved so as to come close to
the liquid crystal panel 30 by a displacement of the pressure-
sensitive sensor 60 that is caused by the press with the finger.
In consideration of the movement amount, a gap 95 is pro-
vided between the sensor apparatus 100 and the liquid crystal
panel 30.

In this embodiment, when the sensor apparatus 100 is
viewed from the second surface 52 side of the touch panel 50,
the pressure-sensitive sensor 60 is structured so as to protrude
more than the second surface 52, but the pressure-sensitive
sensor 60 may be structured so as not to protrude but to have
the same height as that of the second surface 52 or be
recessed.

[Touch Panel]

The touch panel 50 is a capacitive input device that detects
xy coordinates on the input operation surface 51. In the
capacitive touch panel 50, by detection of a part at which a
capacitance is locally changed, a position on the input opera-
tion surface of the touch panel, with which a finger of a user
has come into contact, and a change of this position are
detected.

As shown in FIGS. 2 and 3, the touch panel 50 is structured
by, for example, sequentially laminating an X electrode sub-
strate 150 and a 'Y electrode substrate 250 and bonding them
to each other by a bonding layer 93. The X electrode substrate
150 and the Y electrode substrate 250 each have a rectangular
shape, and the Y electrode substrate 250 has an outer shape
smaller than that of the X electrode substrate 150. An area in
which an X transparent electrode pattern 153 for detection
that is formed on the X electrode substrate 150 and a Y
transparent electrode pattern 252 for detection that is formed
on the Y electrode substrate 250 two-dimensionally overlap
each other becomes an xy-plane coordinate detection area 80.
The pressure-sensitive sensor 60 is arranged in a circumfer-
ential area (frame portion) outside the xy-plane coordinate
detection area 80 of the touch panel 50. In other words, a
portion of the X electrode substrate 150 that protrudes from
the Y electrode substrate 250 has a frame shape in plan view,
and the pressure-sensitive sensor 60 is provided in this pro-
truding portion.

In FIGS. 2 and 3, electrode patterns or the like formed on
the X electrode substrate 150 and the Y electrode substrate
250 are arranged on back surface sides of the substrates in the
figures, and therefore the electrode patterns are indicated by
dotted lines.

The X electrode substrate 150 includes a transparent poly-
imide substrate 151, the X transparent electrode pattern 153
formed on the substrate 151, the upper electrodes 61 serving
as first electrodes, wires 154 electrically connected to the X
transparent electrode pattern 153, and lead wires 155 electri-
cally connected to the upper electrodes 61. A PET film sub-
strate, a glass substrate, or the like may be used in addition to
the transparent polyimide substrate 151. In the X transparent
electrode pattern 153, a stripe-shaped ITO (Indium Tin
Oxide) for detection, which is extended in the X-axis direc-
tion in the figures, is formed. Each of the upper electrodes 61
constitutes a part of the pressure-sensitive sensor 60. The
upper electrodes 61 are formed simultaneously with the X
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transparent electrode pattern 153, and are formed of ITO. The
upper electrodes 61 are four in total, and arranged one by one
at four corners on the frame of the rectangular touch panel 50
outside the coordinate detection area 80. The four upper elec-
trodes 61 are electrically independent of each other. The wires
154 are wires for electrically connecting the X transparent
electrode pattern 153 and a circuit board (not shown) via an
FPCboard 81, and are extended substantially parallel to the X
transparent electrode pattern 153 and collectively formed on
one side of the rectangular X electrode substrate 150. The lead
wires 155 are wires for electrically connecting the upper
electrodes 61 and the circuit board (not shown) via the FPC
board 81. The lead wire 155 is formed such that one end
thereof is connected to the upper electrode 61 and the other
end thereof is collected on the same side on which the wires
154 are collected. The wires 154 and the lead wires 155 are
formed by printing of Ag (silver), for example. It should be
noted that the upper electrodes 61 may be formed simulta-
neously with the wires 154 and the lead wires 155, and may be
formed by printing of Ag or the like.

The Y electrode substrate 250 includes a transparent poly-
imide substrate 251, the Y transparent electrode pattern 252
formed on the substrate 251, and wires 254 electrically con-
nected to the Y transparent electrode pattern 252. A PET film
substrate, a glass substrate, or the like may be used in addition
to the transparent polyimide substrate 251. The Y transparent
electrode pattern 252 is formed by printing of a stripe-shaped
ITO (Indium Tin Oxide) for detection, which is extended in
the y-axis direction in the figures. The wires 254 are wires for
electrically connecting the Y transparent electrode pattern
252 and a circuit board (not shown) via an FPC board 82, and
are extended substantially parallel to the Y transparent elec-
trode pattern 252 and collectively formed on one side of the
rectangular Y electrode substrate 250. The wires 254 are
formed by printing of Ag (silver), for example. The circuit
board is arranged, for example, on a surface side of the back-
light 20, opposite to the side on which the liquid crystal panel
30 is arranged.

As described above, the touch panel 50 has the structure in
which the electrode patterns for detection are provided in the
biaxial directions orthogonal to each other. A detection output
of each of the X transparent electrode pattern 153 and Y
transparent electrode pattern 252 is input to a computing
circuit provided on the circuit board (not shown), and a posi-
tion in the biaxial space, that is, Xy coordinates are specified.
A predetermined voltage is applied to each of the X transpar-
ent electrode pattern 153 and Y transparent electrode pattern
252, and electric charge is formed between the X transparent
electrode pattern 153 and the Y transparent electrode pattern
252. The electric charge is changed due to the contact of the
finger, and current flowing through each of the X transparent
electrodes and Y transparent electrodes is changed. By detec-
tion of this change, xy coordinates can be specified and the
position of the finger is detected. It should be noted that when
the top plate 40 is not provided, the input operation surface 51
of the X electrode substrate 150 on which the electrode pat-
ternis not arranged serves as an operator contact surface, with
which the operator comes into contact, and an input operation
is made.

[Pressure-Sensitive Sensor|

As shown in FIGS. 1 to 4, the pressure-sensitive sensor 60
includes the elastic body 62 that is formed of a dielectric
material arranged between the touch panel 50 and the casing
10, the upper electrode 61, and the lower electrode 63 as the
second electrode, the upper electrode 61 and the lower elec-
trode 63 being arranged so as to interpose the elastic body 62
therebetween. The pressure-sensitive sensor 60 further
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includes a bonding layer 65 that bonds and fixes the elastic
body 62 and the upper electrode 61, and a bonding layer 64
that bonds and fixes the elastic body 62 and the lower elec-
trode 63. In this embodiment, the elastic bodies constituting
the four pressure-sensitive sensors 60 are coupled to each
other to thereby constitute one frame-shaped elastic body 62,
and the four pressure-sensitive sensors 60 share one elastic
body 62. Further, the lower electrodes constituting the four
pressure-sensitive sensors 60 are couples to each other to
thereby constitute one frame-shaped lower electrode 63, and
the four pressure-sensitive sensors 60 share one lower elec-
trode 63.

For the elastic body 62, for example, a material causing less
residual distortion and having a high restoration rate (resto-
ration speed) is used. As materials of this type, for example, a
silicone rubber or aurethane rubber can be used. Itis desirable
for the elastic body 62 to have Young’s modulus of 0.001 to 2
MPa and a response speed having a recovery time of 400 ms
or less. When Young’s modulus is lower than 0.001 MPa,
there is a fear that a press operation is erroneously detected
when the operator merely comes into direct or indirect con-
tact with the input operation surface. When Young’s modulus
is higher than 2 MPa, there is a fear that the operability is
degraded because a large pressing force is required.

When the recovery time is slower than 400 ms, it takes time
to detect the press operation made by the input operator, and
it is difficult to detect a press when a quick input operation is
made, which makes operation characteristics degraded or
makes it difficult to detect continuous operations such as
double click. Further, it is desirable for the elastic body 62 to
have a compression residual strain that is about 5% of the
initial strain at maximum, in addition to the Young’s modulus
and response speed described above.

When the compression residual strain is larger than 5%, the
sensitivity of the pressure-sensitive sensor 60 is lowered
along with the deterioration of the elastic body 62 due to the
long-term use. Therefore, when the compression residual
strain is set to about 5% at maximum, it is possible to obtain
a pressure-sensitive sensor 60 capable of maintaining the
sufficient sensitivity after long-term use, and prevent the
operation characteristics from being degraded.

Here, the Young’s modulus was measured based on a test
method conforming to the JIS (Japanese Industrial Standards)
K6254. The compression residual strain was measured using
a test method conforming to the JIS K6401 (test method in
which compression residual strain is 50%). Further, the elas-
tic body 62 whose thickness is, for example, about 0.1 mm to
5 mm can be used in accordance with the size of the touch
panel. For example, when the touch panel is 5 inches or less,
an elastic body having a thickness of about 0.1 to 5 mm is
used, and when it is 5 inches or more, an elastic body having
a thickness of about 0.5 mm to 5 mm is used.

In this embodiment, as the elastic body 62, “PORON”
(registered trademark) manufactured by INOAC CORPO-
RATION is used. Specifically, for example, SS10, SS24,
MS40, MH48, or the like of PORON (registered trademark) is
used. In PORON SS10, Young’s modulus thereofis 0.01 MPa
and a response speed thereof is 15 ms or less. In PORON
SS24, Young’s modulus thereof is 0.03 MPa and a response
speed thereof is 20 ms or less. In PORON MS40, Young’s
modulus thereof'is 0.2 MPa and a response speed thereof'is 30
ms or less. In PORON MH48, Young’s modulus thereofis 1.2
MPa and a response speed thereof is 30 ms or less.

The elastic body 62 only has to be deformed by about 10%,
for example. In a case where an elastic body 62 having a
thickness of, for example, 0.5 mm is used, the deformation
only has to be about 50 pm. In this embodiment, the elastic
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body 62 is provided in a frame shape (annular shape) in
accordance with the frame of the touch panel 50. The elastic
body 62 is provided in a frame shape, with the result that it is
possible to prevent dust or the like from entering between the
touch panel 50 and the casing 10, specifically, the gap 95
between the touch panel 50 and the liquid crystal panel 30
from the outside, in the state of the information processing
apparatus 1. In this manner, the frame-shaped elastic body 62
can be given a sealing function of preventing the entry of dust
from the outside. Therefore, there is no influence on display
characteristics that is caused due to the entry of dust from the
outside.

As described above, the upper electrodes 61 are formed on
the touch panel 50 simultaneously with the X transparent
electrode pattern 153 or wires 154. Accordingly, it is unnec-
essary to form the upper electrodes 61 in different steps. In
addition, since the upper electrode 61 constituting a part of
the pressure-sensitive sensor 60, and the X transparent elec-
trode pattern or wires formed on the touch panel 50 can be
formed on the same substrate, those electrodes and the like
can be collectively wired on the same FPC board 81.

The lower electrode 63 is formed by, for example, printing
a conductive paste on the casing 10. For the lower electrode
63, for example, a silver paste can be used. The lower elec-
trode 63 is arranged in a frame shape (annular shape) in
accordance with the frame portion of the touch panel 50, as in
the case of the elastic body 62. The lower electrode 63 is
electrically connected to a circuit board (electrically not
shown) via a FPC board 83. The lower electrode 63 is shared
by the plurality of pressure-sensitive sensors 60, with the
result that the wiring of the lower electrode 63 can be made
simple.

Here, it is conceived that the lower electrode 63 is also
formed on the touch panel 50, for example, on theY electrode
substrate 250, similarly to the upper electrodes 61. However,
as shown in FIG. 11, distances 96 and 97 between the Y
electrode substrate 250 and the lower electrode 63 differ due
to the presence/absence of a press, which makes the connec-
tion structure complicated. Therefore, in this embodiment,
the lower electrode 63 is formed on the casing 10. It should be
noted that FIG. 11 are diagrams showing a positional rela-
tionship between the touch panel corresponding to FIG. 3 and
the lower electrode due to the deformation of the elastic body
of'the sensor apparatus that is caused by the press, in which (a)
shows a state before a press, and (b) shows a state at a time of
press.

[Principle of Operation of Pressure-Sensitive Sensor|

Next, the principle of operation of the pressure-sensitive
sensor 60 in this embodiment will be described with reference
to FIGS. 5 and 6. In the pressure-sensitive sensor 60 of this
embodiment, a capacitance is changed in accordance with a
pressing force applied with a finger 96 in the lamination
direction of the upper electrode 61, the elastic body 62, and
the lower electrode 63 of the pressure-sensitive sensor 60. As
shown in FIG. 5(b), when a pressing force is applied to the
pressure-sensitive sensor 60 with the finger 96, the elastic
body 62 constituting the pressure-sensitive sensor 60 is dis-
torted such that a thickness thereof is reduced, and a capaci-
tance between the upper electrode 61 and the lower electrode
63 is reduced.

As described above, the pressure-sensitive function is real-
ized using the capacitance change between the electrodes 61
and 63 due to the deformation of the elastic body 62. As
shown in FIG. 6, the pressure-sensitive sensor 60 has linear
characteristics in which a capacitance change rate is substan-
tially proportional to a pushing force, that is, a pressing force
applied to the pressure-sensitive sensor 60. In this embodi-
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ment, a rectangular pulse is applied to the lower electrode 63,
a signal obtained from the upper electrode is input to a com-
puting circuit provided on the circuit board (not shown), and
the capacitance change between the electrodes 61 and 63 can
be detected. Then, from the capacitance change between the
electrodes 61 and 63, it is possible to judge that an input
determination operation by pressing the input operation sur-
face 51 has been made.

The pressing force with respect to the input operation sur-
face 51 based on the capacitance change of the pressure-
sensitive sensor 60 is judged by a judgment unit (not shown).
The judgment unit includes the computing circuit described
above and can be structured as a part of a controller of the
information processing apparatus 1. The judgment unit
judges the pressing force based on capacitance changes
detected by the pressure-sensitive sensors 60 arranged at the
four corners of the touch panel 50. As will be described later,
the judgment unit may judge the pressing force based on a
combined value of the capacitance changes of the respective
pressure-sensitive sensors 60. Accordingly, it is possible to
highly precisely detect a pressing force without depending on
apress position with respect to the input operation surface. In
this case, for example, the judgment unit may judge the press-
ing force from the combined value of the capacitance
changes, or judge the pressing force from an average value
obtained by dividing the combined value by the number of
pressure-sensitive sensors.

In the sensor apparatus 100, the finger 96 comes into indi-
rect contact with the input operation surface 51 via the top
plate 40, and accordingly the xy-plane coordinates are
detected by the touch panel 50. Then, the input operation
surface 51 is indirectly pressed with the finger 96 via the top
plate 40, and accordingly a pressing force applied toward a
direction perpendicular to the Xy plane (z-axis direction) is
detected by the pressure-sensitive sensor 60 and an input
determination is judged. As a result, just an indirect contact of
the finger 96 with the input operation surface 51 via the top
plate 40 is not judged as determination, with the result that
erroneous inputs can be reduced. In addition, since the finger
96 can be moved on the input operation surface 51 while
indirectly coming into contact with the input operation sur-
face 51 via the top plate 40, the operability is excellent.

FIG. 17 shows a capacitance change at a time of an input
operation of the sensor apparatus according to this embodi-
ment. As shown in FIG. 17, in a state where a finger does not
come close, a capacitance change is 0.0%. When the finger
comes close to the input operation surface, the capacitance
change is reduced to about —5.0%, and when the finger comes
into contact with (touches) the input operation surface, the
capacitance change is reduced abruptly. In a state where the
finger comes into contact with the input operation surface, the
capacitance change is about —-27.0%. Then, when a determi-
nation operation of pressing the input operation surface with
the finger is made, the capacitance change is increased to
about -12 to -14%. From the history of such capacitance
changes, a mere contact is distinguished from a determina-
tion, and a determination can be judged. It should be noted
that the judgment method for determination is not limited to
this. For example, after the movement of the finger stops on
the input operation surface, if a capacitance change is
increased with that position as a reference, it may be judged as
a determination.

[Other Structure]

The sensor apparatus 100 in this embodiment can be used
in, for example, portable terminals, and used as follows. In a
case where a numerical keypad is displayed on the liquid
crystal panel 30 of the information processing apparatus 1 as
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in the case of a keyboard of a personal computer, and an input
is made with the finger 96 on the operator contact surface 41,
the operation characteristics as described above are given. In
this case, even when the finger 96 is moved without being
separated from the operator contact surface 41, if a press is not
added with the finger, it is not judged as an input determina-
tion. Therefore, there is not caused an erroneous input such as
an input determination made by an intended key while the
finger 96 is brought into contact with the operator contact
surface 41.

Further, the sensor apparatus 100 can be applied to a sub-
stitution of a mouse operation for giving a command to the
information processing apparatus, for example, to click and
drag of an icon displayed on the liquid crystal panel. In this
case, for example, an icon intended to be dragged is selected
with the input operator, and the position of the icon is pressed,
with the result that an operation corresponding to a click of'a
mouse is performed. Then, the input operator is moved in a
state of coming into contact with the input operation surface
while maintaining the pressed state, with the result that an
operation corresponding to a drag is performed.

In FIG. 2, the FPC boards 81, 82, and 83 are connected and
arranged so as to be positioned outside the frame-shaped
elastic body 62. However, as shown in FIG. 7, the FPC boards
81, 82, and 83 (82 and 83 are not shown in the figure) may be
arranged so as to be positioned inside the frame-shaped elas-
tic body 62 (area surrounded by the frame). Accordingly, the
connection of the FPC boards 81, 82, and 83 to the respective
circuit boards (not shown) can be made from the inside of the
frame-shaped elastic body 62, with the result that the sealing
effect by the elastic body 62 is further improved.

Further, a seal may be formed separately from the elastic
body 62. As a seal, an extendable member such as a frame-
shaped sponge that two-dimensionally surrounds the sensor
apparatus 100 can be provided between the top plate 40 and
the casing 10. Accordingly, the sponge can prevent dust or the
like from entering a gap from the outside more reliably.

Further, in this embodiment, the lower electrode is pro-
vided to the casing, but it may be possible to bond a film on
which a lower electrode is formed, to the elastic body, and
bond the film and the casing by a bonding layer. Hereinafter,
description will be given with reference to FIG. 21. The
structures different from those in the above embodiment will
be mainly described, the structures that are the same as those
in the above embodiment will be denoted by the same refer-
ence symbols, and description thereof will be omitted or
simplified.

FIG. 21 is a schematic partial cross-sectional view of an
information processing apparatus 8001 including a sensor
apparatus. In FIG. 21, the illustration of a liquid crystal panel
and a backlight is omitted.

The information processing apparatus 8001 includes a top
plate 40, a sensor apparatus 8100, a liquid crystal panel 30, a
backlight, and a casing 10 that accommodates those compo-
nents. The sensor apparatus 8100 includes a touch panel 50
and a pressure-sensitive sensor 8060, which are bonded and
fixed to each other. A total of four pressure-sensitive sensors
8060 are arranged one by one at four corners of a frame
portion of the touch panel 50 having a flat rectangular shape.
Each of the pressure-sensitive sensors 8060 is fixedly
arranged on the casing 10. The pressure-sensitive sensor 8060
includes an elastic body 62, an upper electrode 61 and a lower
electrode 8065 serving as a second electrode, which are
arranged so as to interpose the elastic body 62 therebetween,
a bonding layer 65 that bonds the elastic body 62 and the
upper electrodes 61, and a bonding layer 8064 that bonds the
elastic body 62 and the lower electrode 8065. The lower
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electrode 8065 is bonded to the elastic body 62 in a state of
being formed on a transparent film, and the illustration of the
transparent film is omitted. The shape of the lower electrode
8065 may be formed in a frame shape, or an island shape
corresponding to each of the upper electrodes 61. The lower
electrode 8065 is bonded and fixed to the casing 10 via a
bonding layer 8063. In this way, the lower electrode may not
be formed on the casing, and as compared to the case where
the lower electrode is provided to the casing, the connection
of the lower electrode and the circuit board is made easy.

Further, in addition to the structure shown in FIG. 21, it
may be possible to form the upper electrode not on the touch
panel but on the transparent film, and bond this upper elec-
trode to the elastic body. In this case, it is possible to form the
touch panel and the pressure-sensitive sensor separately from
each other.

Second Embodiment

Next, a second embodiment will be described with refer-
ence to FIGS. 1, 4, and 8. In the first embodiment, the elastic
body 26 has a frame shape. On the other hand, this embodi-
ment is largely different in that the elastic bodies are formed
in an island shape separately for each of pressure-sensitive
sensors. Hereinafter, the structures different from those in the
first embodiment will be mainly described, and the structures
that are the same as those in the first embodiment will be
denoted by the same reference symbols and description
thereof will be omitted or simplified.

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an informa-
tion processing apparatus including a sensor apparatus. FI1G.
4 is an enlarged view of an area surrounded by the circle A of
FIG. 1. FIG. 8 is a schematic exploded perspective view of a
sensor apparatus incorporated in the information processing
apparatus shown in FIG. 1. In FIG. 8, the illustration of an
electrode pattern or the like formed onaY electrode substrate
250 is omitted.

As shown in FIGS. 1, 4, and 8, an information processing
apparatus 1001 with a touch panel according to a second
embodiment includes a top plate 40, a sensor apparatus 1100,
a liquid crystal panel 30, a backlight 20, and a casing 10 that
accommodates those above.

The sensor apparatus 1100 includes a touch panel 50 and a
pressure-sensitive sensor 1060, which are bonded and fixed to
each other. A total of four pressure-sensitive sensors 1060 are
arranged one by one at four corners of a frame portion of a
second surface 52 of the touch panel 50. The pressure-sensi-
tive sensor 1060 constituting a part of the sensor apparatus
1100 is fixedly arranged on the casing 10. When the sensor
apparatus 1100 is pressed in a direction perpendicular to the
operator contact surface 41 (z-axis direction in the figures), an
elastic body 1062 of the pressure-sensitive sensor 1060 is
deformed so as to be contracted, and the top plate 40 and the
touch panel 50 to which the pressure-sensitive sensor 1060 is
bonded and fixed are moved in the pressing direction at the
same time.

The pressure-sensitive sensor 1060 includes the elastic
body 1062, an upper electrode 61 and a lower electrode 63
that are arranged so as to interpose the elastic body 1062
therebetween, a bonding layer 1065 that bonds and fixes the
elastic body 1062 and the upper electrode 61, and a bonding
layer 64 that bonds and fixes the elastic body 1062 and the
lower electrode 63. For the elastic body 1062, a material that
is the same as that of the elastic body 62 in the first embodi-
ment can be used. Four elastic bodies 1062 are provided
correspondingly to the four first electrodes 61 arranged on the
frame portion of the touch panel 50. In addition, the four
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bonding layers 1065 that bond the Y electrode substrate 250
and the elastic bodies 1062 are separately provided corre-
spondingly to the elastic bodies 1062. It should be noted that
the bonding layer 1065 is provided for each pressure-sensi-
tive sensor 60, but as in the first embodiment, the structure in
which the bonding layer 65 is provided in a frame shape and
the four pressure-sensitive sensors 60 share one bonding layer
65 may be possible.

In this embodiment, since the elastic body is not provided
in a frame shape, along with the movement of the sensor
apparatus 110 in the z-axis direction due to the press ata time
of'an input operation, dust or the like is liable to enter the gap
95. In this case, for example, an extendable member such as a
frame-shaped sponge that two-dimensionally surrounds the
sensor apparatus 1100 may be provided as a seal, for example,
between the top plate 40 and the casing 10. Accordingly, the
sponge can prevent dust or the like from entering the gap from
the outside, and accordingly the display characteristics are
not affected.

Third Embodiment

Next, a third embodiment will be described with reference
to FIGS. 1, 4, 9, 10, and 12. The third embodiment is largely
different from the first and second embodiments in that an
electrode structure of a pressure-sensitive sensor is different.
Hereinafter, the structures different from those in the embodi-
ments described above will be mainly described, and the
structures that are the same as those in the embodiments
described above will be denoted by the same reference sym-
bols and description thereof will be omitted or simplified.

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an informa-
tion processing apparatus 2001 including a sensor apparatus.
FIG. 4 is an enlarged view of an area surrounded by the circle
A of FIG. 1. FIG. 9 is a schematic exploded perspective view
of a sensor apparatus 2100 incorporated in the information
processing apparatus 2001 shown in FIG. 1. In FIG. 9, the
illustration of an electrode pattern or the like formed onaY
electrode substrate 250 is omitted. FIG. 10(a) is a perspective
view of a pressure-sensitive sensor 60 constituting a part of
the sensor apparatus 100 of the first embodiment and an
equivalent circuit diagram thereof. FIG. 10(5) is a perspective
view of a pressure-sensitive sensor 2060 constituting a part of
the sensor apparatus 2100 of the third embodiment and an
equivalent circuit diagram thereof. FIG. 12 is a schematic
perspective view of the sensor apparatus 2100 according to
this embodiment.

As shown in the figures, the information processing appa-
ratus 2001 with a touch panel according to the third embodi-
ment includes a top plate 40, the sensor apparatus 2100, a
liquid crystal panel 30, a backlight 20, and a casing 10 that
accommodates those above.

The sensor apparatus 2100 includes a touch panel 2050 and
a pressure-sensitive sensor 2060, which are bonded and fixed
to each other. A total of four pressure-sensitive sensors 2060
are arranged one by one at four corners of a frame portion of
a surface of a touch panel 2050 on the liquid crystal panel 30
side. The pressure-sensitive sensor 2060 constituting a part of
the sensor apparatus 2100 is fixedly arranged on the casing
10. When the sensor apparatus 2100 is pressed in a direction
perpendicular to the operator contact surface 41 (z-axis direc-
tion in the figures), an elastic body 2062 of the pressure-
sensitive sensor 2060 is deformed so as to be contracted, and
the top plate 40 and the touch panel 2050 to which the pres-
sure-sensitive sensor 2060 is bonded and fixed are moved in
the pressing direction at the same time.
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The pressure-sensitive sensor 2060 includes the elastic
body 1062, an upper electrode 2061 serving as a first elec-
trode, and a lower electrode 2063 serving as a second elec-
trode, the upper electrode 2061 and the lower electrode 2063
being arranged so as to interpose the elastic body 1062 ther-
ebetween. In addition, the pressure-sensitive sensor 2060
includes a bonding layer 1065 that bonds and fixes the elastic
body 1062 and the upper electrode 2061, and a bonding layer
64 that bonds and fixes the elastic body 1062 and the lower
electrode 2063.

The touch panel 2050 is structured by sequentially lami-
nating an X electrode substrate 2150 and a'Y electrode sub-
strate 250 and bonding them to each other by a bonding layer
93. An area in which an X transparent electrode pattern 153
for detection formed on the X electrode substrate 2150 and a
Y transparent electrode pattern 252 for detection formed on
theY electrode substrate 250 two-dimensionally overlap each
other becomes an xy-plane coordinate detection area 80. The
pressure-sensitive sensor 2060 is arranged in an area (frame
portion) outside the xy-plane coordinate detection area 80 of
the touch panel 2050.

The X electrode substrate 2150 includes a transparent
polyimide substrate 151, the X transparent electrode pattern
153 formed on the substrate 151, the upper electrodes 2061
serving as first electrodes, wires 154 electrically connected to
the X transparent electrode pattern 153, and lead wires 2055
electrically connected to the upper electrodes 2061. Each of
the upper electrodes 2061 constitutes a part of the pressure-
sensitive sensor 60. The upper electrodes 2061 are formed
simultaneously with the X transparent electrode pattern 153,
and are formed of ITO. Each of the upper electrodes 2061 is
constituted of a first upper electrode portion 2061a¢ and a
second upper electrode portion 20615 that are electrically
independent of each other, and the upper electrode 2061 is
provided for each of the pressure-sensitive sensors 2060. The
lead wires 2055 are wires for electrically connecting the
upper electrodes 2061 and a circuit board (not shown) via a
FPC board 81, and are collectively formed on the same side
on which the wires 154 are collected. The wires 154 and the
lead wires 2055 are formed by printing of Ag (silver), for
example.

In this embodiment, the lower electrode 2063 arranged on
the casing 10 is in a floating state.

As shown in FIG. 10(a), in the pressure-sensitive sensor 60
in the first embodiment, a capacitance of the elastic body is
detected from a potential difference between the upper elec-
trode 61 and the lower electrode 63. On the other hand, the
pressure-sensitive sensor 2060 in this embodiment includes
the upper electrode 2061 and the lower electrode 2063, and
the upper electrode 2061 is constituted of the first upper
electrode portion 2061a and the second upper electrode por-
tion 20615 that are electrically independent of each other. The
first upper electrode portion 2061a and the second upper
electrode portion 20615 are each opposed to the lower elec-
trode 2063 with the elastic body 1062 being interposed ther-
ebetween. Accordingly, as shown in FIG. 10(b), a capacitance
of the elastic body 2062 can be detected from the first upper
electrode portion 2061a and the second upper electrode por-
tion 20615. Accordingly, the electrodes for detecting a
capacitance of the elastic body can be formed on the same
substrate and can be collectively connected to the circuit
board via the same wiring substrate, with the result that the
wiring structure can be simplified.

Fourth Embodiment

Next, a fourth embodiment will be described with refer-
ence to FIG. 13. In the third embodiment, the lower electrode
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is arranged on the casing 10 and is set as a floating potential.
On the other hand, in the fourth embodiment, a first shield
electrode is provided on the casing 10, and a dielectric layer
is provided between the first shield electrode and the lower
electrode. Hereinafter, the structures different from those in
the third embodiment will be mainly described, and the struc-
tures that are the same as those in the embodiments described
above will be denoted by the same reference symbols and
description thereof will be omitted or simplified.

FIG. 13 is a schematic partial cross-sectional view of an
information processing apparatus including a sensor appara-
tus. In FIG. 13, the illustration of a liquid crystal panel, a
backlight, and a casing is omitted.

As shown in FIG. 13, the information processing apparatus
according to the third embodiment includes a top plate 40, a
sensor apparatus 3100, A liquid crystal panel as a display
panel, a backlight 20, and a casing that accommodates those
above.

The sensor apparatus 3100 includes a touch panel 2050 and
a pressure-sensitive sensor 3060, which are bonded and fixed
to each other. The pressure-sensitive sensor 3060 includes an
elastic body 1062, an upper electrode 2061 serving as a first
electrode, and a lower electrode 3063 serving as a second
electrode, the upper electrode 2061 and the lower electrode
3063 being arranged so as to interpose the elastic body 1062
therebetween. The lower electrode 3063 is formed by printing
on a transparent film (not shown), for example, and is fixed to
the elastic body 1062 via a bonding layer 64.

On the casing, a first shield electrode 3001 formed of a
conductor layer such as a copper foil is formed and arranged
in a frame shape. In addition, on the first shield electrode
3001, a first dielectric layer 3002 is arranged in a frame shape.
The first shield electrode 3001 and the first dielectric layer
3002, and the first dielectric layer 3002 and the lower elec-
trode 3063 are bonded and fixed to each other by respective
bonding layers (not shown). The first dielectric layer 3002 has
a dielectric constant of €2, which is smaller than a dielectric
constant €1 of the elastic body 1062. In this embodiment, the
first dielectric layer 3002 is formed of the same material as
that of the elastic body 1062, and has a porous form so as to
reduce an effective dielectric constant thereof. The first shield
electrode 3001 is connected to a ground potential.

In this embodiment, the pressure-sensitive sensor 3060 is
constituted of the elastic body 1062, the upper electrode
2061, and the lower electrode 3063, the upper electrode 2061
and the lower electrode 3063 being arranged so as to interpose
the elastic body 1062 therebetween. The upper electrode
2061 is constituted of a first upper electrode portion 2061a
and a second upper electrode portion 20615 that are electri-
cally independent of each other. In addition, the lower elec-
trode 3063 is set in a floating state, with the result that a
capacitance can be detected by the first upper electrode por-
tion 2061a and the second upper electrode portion 20615.
Then, in this embodiment, the first dielectric layer 3002 hav-
ing a lower dielectric constant than that of the elastic body
1062, and the first shield electrode 3001 are provided, with
the result that the lower electrode 3063 can be kept in a stable
floating state without being affected from the outside. Fur-
ther, since the dielectric constant €2 of the first dielectric
layer 3002 is smaller than the dielectric constant €1 of the
elastic body 1062, a capacitance between the lower electrode
3063 and the first shield electrode 3001 can be made low, and
the influence on the sensitivity of the pressure-sensitive sen-
sor 3060 can be minimized.

Fifth Embodiment

Next, a fifth embodiment will be described with reference
to FIG. 14. In the fifth embodiment, in addition to the struc-
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ture of the fourth embodiment, a second shield electrode and
a second dielectric layer that correspond to an upper electrode
are provided. Hereinafter, the structures different from those
in the fourth embodiment will be mainly described, and the
structures that are the same as those in the embodiments
described above will be denoted by the same reference sym-
bols and description thereof will be omitted or simplified.

FIG. 14 is a schematic partial cross-sectional view of an
information processing apparatus including a sensor appara-
tus. In FIG. 14, the illustration of a liquid crystal panel, a
backlight, and a casing is omitted.

As shown in FIG. 14, the information processing apparatus
according to the fifth embodiment includes a top plate 40, a
sensor apparatus 4100, aliquid crystal panel, a backlight, and
a casing that accommodates those above. The sensor appara-
tus 4100 includes a touch panel 2050 and a pressure-sensitive
sensor 3060, which are bonded and fixed to each other. A
bonding layer 4091 that bonds the top plate 40 and the sensor
apparatus 4100 is provided in a range smaller than the outer
shape ofthe sensor apparatus 4100. In an area between the top
plate 40 and the sensor apparatus 4100, in which the bonding
layer 4091 is not provided, a second shield electrode 4001 and
a second dielectric layer 4002 are provided correspondingly
to the upper electrode 2061. The second shield electrode 4001
is formed of a conductor layer such as a copper foil, and is
arranged on a surface opposite to the input operation surface
of the top plate 40. The second dielectric layer 4002 is pro-
vided between the sensor apparatus 4100 and the second
shield electrode 4001. The second dielectric layer 4002 has a
dielectric constant &3, which is also smaller than the dielec-
tric constant €1 of the elastic body 1062. In this embodiment,
the second dielectric layer 4002 is constituted of the same
material as that of the elastic body 1062, and has a porous
form so as to reduce an effective dielectric constant thereof.

As described above, in this embodiment, the second dielec-
tric layer 4002 and the second shield electrode 4001 are
provided correspondingly to the upper electrode 2061, with
the result that an erroneous detection of the pressure-sensitive
sensor 3060 due to electromagnetic noises can be prevented.
Further, the dielectric constant €3 of the second dielectric
layer 4002 is made smaller than the dielectric constant €1 of
the elastic body 1062, with the result that a capacitance
change caused by a press can be detected by the pressure-
sensitive sensor 3060, without being affected by the capaci-
tance change of the upper electrode, which is cased when a
finger comes into contact with the touch panel 50.

Sixth Embodiment

Next, a sixth embodiment will be described with reference
to FIG. 15. As compared to the fifth embodiment, the sixth
embodiment has in common that the first shield electrode and
the first dielectric layer are provided correspondingly to the
lower electrode, and that the second shield electrode and the
second dielectric layer are provided correspondingly to the
upper electrode. However, the sixth embodiment is different
from the fifth embodiment in the arrangement of the second
shield electrode, the second dielectric layer, and the first
electrode. Hereinafter, the structures different from those in
the fifth embodiment will be mainly described, and the struc-
tures that are the same as those in the embodiments described
above will be denoted by the same reference symbols and
description thereof will be omitted or simplified.

FIG. 15 is a schematic partial cross-sectional view of an
information processing apparatus including a sensor appara-
tus. In FIG. 15, the illustration of a liquid crystal panel, a
backlight, and a casing is omitted.
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As shown in FIG. 15, the information processing apparatus
according to the sixth embodiment includes a top plate 40, a
sensor apparatus 5100, aliquid crystal panel, a backlight, and
a casing that accommodates those above. The sensor appara-
tus 5100 includes a touch panel 5050 and a pressure-sensitive
sensor 5060, which are bonded and fixed to each other. The
pressure-sensitive sensor 5060 includes an elastic body 1062,
an upper electrode 5061 serving as a first electrode, and a
lower electrode 3063 serving as a second electrode, the upper
electrode 5061 and the lower electrode 3063 being arranged
so as to interpose the elastic body 1062 therebetween. In
addition, the pressure-sensitive sensor 5060 includes a bond-
ing layer 65 that bonds and fixes the elastic body 1062 and the
upper electrode 5061, and a bonding layer 64 that bonds and
fixes the elastic body 1062 and the lower electrode 3063. The
upper electrodes 5061 is constituted of a first upper electrode
5061a and a second upper electrode 50615 that are electri-
cally independent of each other, and the principle of operation
of'the pressure-sensitive sensor according to this embodiment
is the same as that in the third embodiment.

An X electrode substrate 5150 and a'Y electrode substrate
5250 each have an outer shape having substantially the same
size. The X electrode substrate 5150 and the Y electrode
substrate 5250 are bonded and fixed to each other by a bond-
ing layer 5093 provided in an area smaller than the outer
shapes of those substrates. The X electrode substrate 5150 has
the structure obtained by removing the upper electrode 2061
ofthe X electrode substrate 2150 shown in the third embodi-
ment and adding a second shield electrode 5001 correspond-
ing to the pressure-sensitive sensor 5060. The Y electrode
substrate 5250 has the structure obtained by arranging an
upper electrode 5061 simultaneously formed with theY trans-
parent electrode pattern, on the Y electrode substrate 250
shown in the first embodiment. A pattern shape of the upper
electrode 5061 is the same as that of the upper electrode 2061
shown in the third embodiment. In an area between the X
electrode substrate 5150 and the Y electrode substrate 5250,
in which the bonding layer 5093 is not provided, the second
shield electrode 5001 and the second dielectric layer 5002
corresponding to the upper electrode 5061 are provided. The
second shield electrode 5001 is formed simultaneously with
the X transparent electrode pattern provided on the X elec-
trode substrate 5150. The second dielectric layer 5002 is
provided between the second shield electrode 5001 and the Y
electrode substrate 5250. The second dielectric layer 5002
also has a dielectric constant &3, which is smaller than the
dielectric constant €1 of the elastic body 1062. The second
dielectric layer 5002 has a porous form so as to reduce an
effective dielectric constant thereof.

As described above, the upper electrode of the pressure-
sensitive sensor may be provided to the Y electrode substrate
of the touch panel. Further, the second shield electrode cor-
responding to the upper electrode may be provided to the X
electrode substrate of the touch panel. Accordingly, a capaci-
tance change caused by a press can be detected by the pres-
sure-sensitive sensor 5060, without being affected by the
capacitance change of the upper electrode, which is cased
when the touch panel 5050 is touched.

In the embodiments described above, an input judgment is
performed using the pressure-sensitive sensors. In a case
where a plurality of pressure-sensitive sensors are used in this
input judgment, a pressing force can be judged by combining
capacitance changes detected by the respective pressure-sen-
sitive sensors. Hereinafter, description is given with reference
to FIG. 16.

FIG. 16 are schematic cross-sectional views of a sensor
apparatus and graphs showing a displacement amount. In
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FIG. 16, the pressure-sensitive sensors 60 are provided one by
one at both opposed end portions of the operator contact
surface 41, and the operator contact surface 41 is pressed by
the same force while an input point is changed. In the graphs,
the horizontal axis represents a time, and the vertical axis
represents a capacitance. In the figures, capacitances detected
by the two pressure-sensitive sensors 60 and a combination of
those capacitances are graphed.

FIG. 16(a) shows a case where the center portion of the
operator contact surface 41 is pressed with a finger. In the
graph, out of three line graphs, a line graph having the highest
peak is a graph formed by combining capacitances detected
by the two pressure-sensitive sensors 60. Out of the three line
graphs, a line graph having the second highest peak is a graph
formed based on a capacitance detected by the pressure-
sensitive sensor 60 positioned on the left side. Out of the three
line graphs, a line graph having the lowest peak is a graph
formed based on a capacitance detected by the pressure-
sensitive sensor 60 positioned on the right side.

FIG. 16(b) shows a case where the left side from the center
portion of the operator contact surface 41 is pressed with a
finger. In the graph, out of three line graphs, a line graph
having the highest peak is a graph formed by combining
capacitances detected by the two pressure-sensitive sensors
60. Out of the three line graphs, a line graph having the second
highest peak is a graph formed based on a capacitance
detected by the pressure-sensitive sensor 60 positioned on the
left side. Out of the three line graphs, a line graph having the
lowest peak is a graph formed based on a capacitance detected
by the pressure-sensitive sensor 60 positioned on the right
side.

FIG. 16(c) shows a case where the right side from the
center portion of the operator contact surface 41 is pressed
with a finger. In the graph, out of three line graphs, a line
graph having the highest peak is a graph formed by combin-
ing capacitances detected by the two pressure-sensitive sen-
sors 60. Out of the three line graphs, a line graph having the
second highest peak is a graph formed based on a capacitance
detected by the pressure-sensitive sensor 60 positioned on the
right side. Out of the three line graphs, a line graph having the
lowest peak is a graph formed based on a capacitance detected
by the pressure-sensitive sensor 60 positioned on the left side.

As found from the graphs shown in the figures, the graphs
of a combined value of capacitances detected by the two
pressure-sensitive sensors each have substantially the same
form in each of the figures. Specifically, capacitances difter-
ent between the pressure-sensitive sensors are detected
depending on an input position, but a combined value thereof
is substantially proportional to the pressing force. The pres-
sure-sensitive sensor in this embodiment is not used for posi-
tion detection of xy coordinates, and merely detects a press-
ing force. Therefore, it is unnecessary to see a capacitance
change for each pressure-sensitive sensor. Accordingly, in a
case where a plurality of pressure-sensitive sensors are pro-
vided to the sensor apparatus, capacitances detected by the
respective pressure-sensitive sensors are combined, and an
input judgment can be performed based on the combined
value. Alternatively, based on an average value obtained by
dividing the combined value of the capacitances detected by
the respective pressure-sensitive sensors, by the number of
pressure-sensitive sensors, the input judgment can be per-
formed.

In the embodiments described above, the number of pres-
sure-sensitive sensors is set to be four, but it is not limited to
this and may be one or more.

Seventh Embodiment

Next, a seventh embodiment will be described with refer-
ence to FIGS. 1 and 18. The seventh embodiment is different
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from the first embodiment in that an upper electrode has a
frame shape and along with this, one pressure-sensitive sen-
sor is formed. Hereinafter, the structures different from those
in the first embodiment will be mainly described, and the
structures that are the same as those in the first embodiment
will be denoted by the same reference symbols and descrip-
tion thereof will be omitted or simplified. Further, the illus-
tration of the structures that are the same as those in the first
embodiment will be omitted.

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an informa-
tion processing apparatus including a sensor apparatus. FI1G.
18 is an exploded perspective view of a touch panel of a sensor
apparatus according to this embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 1, an information processing apparatus
6001 according to the seventh embodiment includes a top
plate 40, a sensor apparatus 6100, a liquid crystal panel 30, a
backlight 20, and a casing 10 that accommodates those above.
The sensor apparatus 6100 includes a touch panel 6050 and a
pressure-sensitive sensor 6060, which are bonded and fixed to
each other. The single pressure-sensitive sensor 6060 is
arranged in a frame shape in accordance with a frame portion
of the touch panel 6050 having a flat rectangular shape. The
pressure-sensitive sensor 6060 constituting a part of the sen-
sor apparatus 6100 is fixedly arranged on the casing 10.

The pressure-sensitive sensor 6060 includes an elastic
body 62, an upper electrode 6061 and a lower electrode 63
that each have a frame shape (annular shape) and are arranged
s0 as to interpose the elastic body 62 therebetween, a bonding
layer that bonds and fixes the elastic body 62 and the upper
electrodes 6061, and a bonding layer that bonds and fixes the
elastic body 62 and the lower electrode 63. In this embodi-
ment, the pressure-sensitive sensor 6060 is formed by lami-
nating the upper electrode 6061, the elastic body 62, and the
lower electrode 63 each having a flat frame shape.

The touch panel 6050 is structured by sequentially lami-
nating an X electrode substrate 6150 and a'Y electrode sub-
strate 250 and bonding them to each other by a bonding layer
93. The pressure-sensitive sensor 6060 is arranged in an area
(frame portion) outside an xy-plane coordinate detection area
80 of the touch panel 6050. The X electrode substrate 6150
includes a transparent polyimide substrate 151, an X trans-
parent electrode pattern 153 formed on the substrate 151, the
upper electrode 6061 having a frame shape, wires 154 elec-
trically connected to the X transparent electrode pattern 153,
and lead wires 6155 electrically connected to the upper elec-
trode 6061. The upper electrode 6061 may be formed simul-
taneously with the X transparent electrode pattern, and
formed of ITO, a silver paste, or the like, and only has to be
provided so as to be electrically isolated from the wires 154.

As described above, a capacitance detected by the single
pressure-sensitive sensor 6060 is substantially proportional
to the pressing force at any input operation position. There-
fore, based on an output value of the pressure-sensitive sensor
6060, a pressing force that is input to the touch panel 6050 can
be detected with high precision. In addition, the variations in
detection sensitivity, which are caused by the deformation of
the top plate 40 at a time of press, can be eliminated, and a
sensor apparatus with excellent input sensitivity can be
obtained. Further, with a frame-shaped pressure-sensitive
sensor 6060, a sealing effect of preventing dust or the like
from entering between the touch panel and the casing from
the outside can be improved.

Eighth Embodiment

Next, an eighth embodiment will be described with refer-
ence to FIGS. 1 and 19. The eighth embodiment is different
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from the first embodiment in that four upper electrodes are
electrically connected. Hereinafter, the structures different
from those in the first embodiment will be mainly described,
and the structures that are the same as those in the first
embodiment will be denoted by the same reference symbols
and description thereof will be omitted or simplified. Further,
the illustration of the structures that are the same as those in
the first embodiment will be omitted.

FIG. 1 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an informa-
tion processing apparatus including a sensor apparatus. FI1G.
19 is an exploded perspective view of a touch panel of'a sensor
apparatus according to this embodiment.

As shown in FIG. 1, an information processing apparatus
7001 according to the eighth embodiment includes a top plate
40, a sensor apparatus 7100, a liquid crystal panel 30, a
backlight 20, and a casing 10 that accommodates those above.
The sensor apparatus 7100 includes a touch panel 7050 and a
pressure-sensitive sensor 7060, which are bonded and fixed to
each other. The pressure-sensitive sensor 7060 constituting a
part of the sensor apparatus 7100 is fixedly arranged on the
casing 10. The pressure-sensitive sensor 7060 includes an
elastic body 62, an upper electrode 7061 serving as a first
electrode and a lower electrode 63, the upper electrode 7061
and the lower electrode 63 being arranged so as to interpose
the elastic body 62 therebetween, a bonding layer that bonds
and fixes the elastic body 62 and the upper electrode 6061,
and a bonding layer that bonds and fixes the elastic body 62
and the lower electrode 63. In this embodiment, since a plu-
rality of upper electrodes 7061 are connected in series, it is
assumed that one pressure-sensitive sensor is provided in the
sensor apparatus 7100 as a whole.

The touch panel 7050 is structured by sequentially lami-
nating an X electrode substrate 7150 and a'Y electrode sub-
strate 250 and bonding them to each other by a bonding layer
93. The pressure-sensitive sensor 7060 is arranged in an area
(frame portion) outside an xy-plane coordinate detection area
80 of the touch panel 7050. The X electrode substrate 7150
includes a transparent polyimide substrate 151, an X trans-
parent electrode pattern 153 formed on the substrate 151, the
four upper electrodes 7061, wires 154 electrically connected
to the X transparent electrode pattern 153, and lead wires
7155 electrically connected to the upper electrodes 7061 to
each other. The upper electrodes 7061 and the lead wires 7155
may be formed simultaneously with the X transparent elec-
trode pattern and formed of ITO, a silver paste, or the like.

As described above, a combined value of capacitances
detected by the plurality of pressure-sensitive sensors is sub-
stantially proportional to the pressing force at any input
operation position. Therefore, as in this embodiment, the
structure in which the plurality of upper electrodes 7061 are
connected in series to thereby obtain one pressure-sensitive
sensor may be possible. Accordingly, in this embodiment, it is
possible to reduce the number of lead wires connected to the
upper electrodes and simplify the wiring structure, as com-
pared to the first embodiment.

Ninth Embodiment

Next, a ninth embodiment will be described with reference
to FIG. 20. In the first embodiment, when the input operation
surface is pressed, the pressure-sensitive sensor is deformed
so as to be contracted. On the other hand, in the ninth embodi-
ment, it may be possible to structure the elastic body of the
pressure-sensitive sensor so as to be extended when the input
operation surface is pressed.

FIG. 20 is a schematic cross-sectional view of an informa-
tion processing apparatus including a sensor apparatus. The
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structures that are the same as those in the first embodiment
will be denoted by the same reference symbols, and descrip-
tion thereof will be omitted or simplified.

As shown in FIG. 20, an information processing apparatus
9001 with a touch panel includes a top plate 40, a sensor
apparatus 9100, a liquid crystal panel 30, a backlight 20, and
a casing 9010 that accommodates those above. The sensor
apparatus 9100 includes a touch panel 9050 and a pressure-
sensitive sensor 9060.

The top plate 40 and the sensor apparatus 9100 are bonded
and fixed by a bonding layer. The pressure-sensitive sensor
9060 is structured by arranging an upper electrode and a
lower electrode such that an elastic body is interposed ther-
ebetween, similarly to the embodiments described above. The
upper electrode and the lower electrode are not formed on the
touch panel, and are formed in different steps. The upper
electrode is bonded and fixed to the casing, and the lower
electrode is bonded and fixed to the touch panel 9050.

The sensor apparatus 9100 includes the touch panel 9050
and the pressure-sensitive sensor 9060, which are bonded and
fixed to each other. The pressure-sensitive sensor 9060 is
arranged in a frame portion of a surface of the touch panel
9050 having a flat rectangular shape on the top plate side. The
pressure-sensitive sensor 9060 is fixedly arranged on the cas-
ing 9010. When an input operation surface 51 is pressed with
a finger in a direction perpendicular thereto (z-axis direction
in the figure), an elastic body of the pressure-sensitive sensor
2060 is extended, and the touch panel 2050 to which the
pressure-sensitive sensor 2060 is bonded and fixed is moved
in the pressing direction at the same time. In this way, the
pressure-sensitive sensor 2060 has the structure in which a
thickness thereof is deformed by the press in the direction
perpendicular to the input operation surface 51 (z-axis direc-
tion in the figure). Therefore, the touch panel 2050 is moved
s0 as to come close to the liquid crystal panel 30 by a dis-
placement of the pressure-sensitive sensor 2060 that is caused
by the press with the finger. In consideration of the movement
amount, a gap 95 is provided between the sensor apparatus
100 and the liquid crystal panel 30. In this way, the elastic
body constituting the pressure-sensitive sensor 2060 may be
extended by the press.

In the embodiments described above, as a capacitive touch
panel, one having the structure in which the X electrode
substrate and the Y electrode substrate are bonded to each
other is used, but the touch panel is not limited thereto and one
having the well-known structure can be used. For example,
like a capacitive touch panel 6050 shown in FIG. 22, it is
possible to use one in which an X transparent electrode pat-
tern 6153 and wires 6154 are provided on one surface of a
substrate 6150, and aY transparent electrode pattern 6253 and
wires 6254 are provided on the other surface. Further, in the
embodiments described above, as a touch panel, a capacitive
one is adopted, but the touch panel is not limited thereto and
a well-known touch panel can be used. For example, a touch
panel of an optical system, a surface acoustic wave system, a
resistive system, an ultrasonic wave system, or the like may
be used.

In the embodiments described above, the width of the
upper electrode and the lower electrode is desirably made
larger than that of the elastic body in consideration of a
positional deviation caused when those electrodes and the
elastic body are bonded. Accordingly, even when a positional
deviation is caused at a time of bonding, it is possible to
arrange the elastic body so as to be positioned in an area in
which the upper electrode and the lower electrode are formed
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when viewed two-dimensionally, and to obtain a pressure-
sensitive sensor with a stable quality and without variation of
sensor characteristics.

In the embodiments described above, the top plate and the
touch panel are directly bonded and fixed to each other, the
touch panel and the pressure-sensitive sensor are bonded and
fixed to each other, and the pressure-sensitive sensor is
bonded and fixed to the casing. However, the touch panel and
the pressure-sensitive sensor may not be directly fixed to each
other, and may be directly fixed to the top plate independently
of'each other. For example, the touch panel may be bonded to
a surface opposite to an operator contact surface of the top
plate, and in addition, the pressure-sensitive sensor may be
bonded to a frame portion of the top plate so as not to overlap
the touch panel. In the pressure-sensitive sensor, for example,
the upper electrode side is bonded and fixed to the top plate,
and the lower electrode side is bonded and fixed to the casing.
Accordingly, the pressure-sensitive sensor is indirectly fixed
to the touch panel via the top plate. Also in such a structure,
when the input operation surface is pressed, the pressure-
sensitive sensor can detect a pressing force by contraction or
extension of the elastic body, and can also detect xy-plane
coordinates by the touch panel.

Comparative Example

Inthe present embodiments, as a pressure-sensitive sensor,
one having the structure in which an elastic body is interposed
by a pair of electrodes is used and an input determination is
judged using a change in capacitance due to a press. Since a
capacitance and a pressing force are substantially propor-
tional to each other, an input judgment is easy to be con-
trolled. Here, it is compared with a pressure-sensitive sensor
in which a pair of electrodes is provided so as to interpose a
pressure-sensitive conductive sheet formed of an insulating
polymer such as silicone in which conductive particles are
dispersed. In the pressure-sensitive sensor using such a pres-
sure-sensitive conductive sheet, it is possible to judge the
presence/absence of a press by using a resistance change due
to a pressing force. However, resistance and a pressing force
are not proportional to each other, and a high resistance value
is shown when a press is slightly added. Therefore, in the
pressure-sensitive sensor using the pressure-sensitive con-
ductive sheet, an input judgment by a press is difficult to be
controlled. In contrast to this, in the pressure-sensitive sensor
used in the present invention, since a capacitance and a press-
ing force are substantially proportional to each other, an input
judgment by a press is easy to be controlled. Further, since
organic substances are used in the pressure-sensitive conduc-
tive sheet, the pressure-sensitive conductive sheet is liable to
deteriorate due to temporal change and has a narrow usable
range of temperature, which makes it difficult to maintain
stable characteristics.

The capacitive touch panel is used as a touch panel in the
embodiments described above, but instead of this, a touch
panel of other detection system such as a resistive system and
a surface acoustic wave system may be adopted.

Further, the arrangement relationship between the first
electrode (upper electrode), the second electrode (lower elec-
trode), and the elastic body that constitute the pressure-sen-
sitive sensor is not limited to the above examples. In other
words, in the embodiments described above, as shown in FIG.
23(A), the example in which the elastic body 62 is arranged
between the upper electrode 61 and the lower electrode 63
such that the entire electrode surfaces of the upper electrode
61 and lower electrode 63 are opposed to the elastic body 62
has been described, though not limited to this. As shown in
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FIG. 23(B), the elastic body 62 may be arranged between the
upper electrode 61 and the lower electrode 63 such that a part
of each electrode surface of the upper electrode 61 and the
lower electrode 63 is opposed to the elastic body 62. Alter-
natively, as shown in FIG. 23(C), the electrode surface may
not be opposed to the elastic body 62. Other dielectric body
other than the elastic body 62, or air (layer) can be interposed
between the electrodes 61 and 63.

Further, in the seventh embodiment described above, the
example in which the upper electrode 6061 as a first electrode
is formed in an annular shape has been described. The “annu-
lar shape” used herein includes a continuous annular shape as
shown in FIG. 24(A), and a noncontinuous annular shape
partially having a notch portion 6061¢ as shown in FIG.
24(B). The “annular shape” described above has the same
meaning for the elastic body and the second electrode (lower
electrode) that constitute the pressure-sensitive sensor.

Tenth Embodiment

Next, output examples obtained from the touch panel 2050
and the pressure-sensitive sensor 2060 that constitute the
sensor apparatus 2100 described in the third embodiment are
shown in FIGS. 25 and 26.

FIG. 25(d) and FIG. 26(d) are schematic plan views of the
sensor apparatus 2100. In the sensor apparatus 2100, atotal of
four pressure-sensitive sensors 2060a to 20604 are arranged
one by one at four corners of the touch panel 2050. In FIG.
25(d) and F1G. 26(d), a state of an input determination, that is,
anoperator in a pressed state being moved from a position 300
to a position 301 (in the figures, the state of moving from the
right to the left) is shown. FIG. 25(a), FIG. 25(b), FI1G. 26(a),
and FIG. 26(b) three-dimensionally show outputs obtained
from the touch panel 2050 and the pressure-sensitive sensor
2060, each plane constituted of the horizontal axis and verti-
cal axis corresponds to the XY plane screen of the touch panel
2050, and a height axis shows the magnitude of an output.
FIG. 25(a) and FIG. 26(a) are output diagrams at a time when
the operator is put at the position 300. FIG. 25(5) and FIG.
26(b) are output diagrams at a time when the operator is put at
the position 301. FIG. 25(c) and FIG. 26(c) are diagrams
showing temporal change of output values of the four pres-
sure-sensitive sensors 2060a to 20604, in which the vertical
axis represents an output, and the horizontal axis represents a
time. In each of FIG. 25(c) and FIG. 26(c), a solid line 1
represents an output of the pressure-sensitive sensor 2060q, a
long dashed line 2 represents an output of the pressure-sen-
sitive sensor 20605, a short dashed line 3 represents an output
of the pressure-sensitive sensor 2060c¢, and an alternate long
and short dashed line 4 represents an output of the pressure-
sensitive sensor 20604d.

FIG. 25 show a case where the operator is moved smoothly
on the touch panel 2050. FIG. 26 show a case where the
operator is not moved smoothly on the touch panel. For
example, FIG. 26 show a case where an input is made with a
nondominant hand. In a case where an input is made with a
nondominant hand, the operator cannot be moved smoothly
on the touch panel 2050, and there may be a case where a
moving speed of the operator or the way a force is applied
does not become constant. Further, for example, when an
input is not made while the sensor apparatus 2100 is placed at
a fixed position such as a desk but an input is made with the
sensor apparatus 2100 in hand, it is also difficult to move the
operator smoothly, and there may be a case where a moving
speed of the operator or the way a force is applied does not
become constant. In a case where the operator is moved
smoothly, as shown in FIG. 25(c), the temporal change of the
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outputs from the respective pressure-sensitive sensors 2060a
to 20604 is less varied and stable. In contrast to this, in the
case where the operator is not moved smoothly, as shown in
FIG. 26(c), variation in temporal change of the outputs from
the respective pressure-sensitive sensors 2060a to 20604 is
large. Therefore, it is difficult to correctly judge whether an
input operation made with the operator is an erroneous input
or a correct input, which is not an erroneous input but just an
output variation largely detected due to some sort of cause, for
example, a cause such as an input made with the sensor
apparatus 2100 in hand as described above.

In this regard, in this embodiment, a program for judging,
in the case where the operator is not moved smoothly, whether
an input operation thereof is an erroneous input or not is
incorporated in the computing circuit (judgment unit) pro-
vided on the circuit board. FIG. 27 shows a processing flow
thereof.

As shownin FIG. 27, in Step 1 (S1), it is judged whether the
operator is being moved on the touch panel 2050, from xy
coordinates output results detected from the touch panel
2050.

When it is judged in S1 that the operator is not being
moved, pressure data as output results from the pressure-
sensitive sensor 2060 (20604 to 20604) is adopted in Step 2
(S2), and based on the pressure data, it is judged whether an
input determination has been made by a press of the operator.

On the other hand, it is judged in S1 that the operator is
being moved, in Step 3 (S3), it is judged whether a variation
amount of the pressure data detected from the pressure-sen-
sitive sensor 2060 within a predetermined period of time is
large. For example, when it is observed three times within a
predetermined period of time, for example, in 100 msec, that
the continuously-output pressure data of the respective pres-
sure-sensitive sensors vary +30% or more as compared to
pressure data output immediately before the pressure data, the
variation amount of the pressure data is judged to be large. It
should be noted that the judgment whether a variation amount
of the pressure data is large or not is not limited to this.

When it is judged in S3 that the variation amount is large,
it is judged in Step 4 (S4) that the movement of the operator
is not normal and judged as an erroneous input, the pressure
data output from the pressure-sensitive sensor 2060 is
ignored, and it is judged not to be an input determination
operation made by a press of the operator.

On the other hand, when it is judged in S3 that the variation
amount is small, in Step 5 (S5), the pressure data output from
the pressure-sensitive sensor 2060 is not used, and normal
pressure data that has been input in advance is adopted and it
is judged as an input determination operation.

As described above, in this embodiment, based on the
magnitude of the variation in temporal change of the output
from the pressure-sensitive sensor, it is possible to judge
whether the input operation is made by a normal movement of
the operator, or is not made by a normal movement of the
operator (erroneous input). Then, in a case where it is judged
to be a normal movement, the input operation is judged to be
an input. In a case where it is judged not to be a normal
movement, it is judged that the input operation does not exist.
In this way, the presence/absence of an input made by the
operator is judged based on the magnitude of the variation in
temporal change of the output from the pressure-sensitive
sensor, with the result that even when an input operation
involving the nonsmooth movement of the operator is made,
if a variation of the output from the pressure-sensitive sensor
is small, it is judged to be a normal movement and then to be
an input. Here, the sensor apparatus having the structure
shown in the third embodiment is described as an example,
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but this program is applicable to a sensor apparatus shown in
the other embodiments described above.

Eleventh Embodiment

Next, use examples of the information processing appara-
tuses described above will be described with reference to
FIG. 28, FIG. 29, and FIG. 30. Here, the sensor apparatus 100
described in the first embodiment will be described as an
example, but the usage examples are applicable to the sensor
apparatuses described in the other embodiments.

FIG. 28 are schematic plan views showing a conventional
image processing technique using two fingers. FIG. 28(a)
shows the movement of the two fingers when giving an
instruction to enlarge an image; FIG. 28(b), to contract an
image; FIG. 28(c), to rotate an image; and FIG. 28(d), to move
animage. F1G. 29 are schematic plan views showing an image
processing technique using one operator, according to this
embodiment. FIG. 29(a) shows the movement of the operator
when giving an instruction to enlarge an image; FIG. 29(b), to
contract an image; FIG. 29(c), to move an image; FI1G. 29(d),
to rotate an image; and FIG. 29(e), to perform an operation of
page scrolling, or scrolling to the top of file or the end of file.
A program for performing the enlargement, contraction, rota-
tion, movement, and the like of an image with use of one
operator can be incorporated in, for example, a computing
circuit (judgment unit) provided on a circuit board. FI1G. 30 is
a flowchart of this program for the image processing.

As shown in FIG. 28, conventionally, two fingers are used
when enlarging, contracting, rotating, or moving an image
displayed on the touch panel 400. As shown in FIG. 28(a), in
a case where an image is enlarged, for example, an index
finger is put at a position 401 and a thumb is put at a position
402, and the fingers are moved in the arrow directions, thus
making an operation of increasing a distance between the two
fingers. As shown in FIG. 28(b), in a case where an image is
contracted, for example, the index finger and the thumb are
put at the position 401 and the position 402, respectively, and
are moved in the arrow directions, thus making an operation
of reducing the distance between the two fingers. As shown in
FIG. 28(c), in a case where an image is rotated, for example,
the index finger and the thumb are put at the position 401 and
the position 402, respectively, and the index finger is moved
in a desired direction of rotation with the thumb 402 as a base
point. As shown in FIG. 28(d), in a case where an image is
moved, for example, the index finger and the thumb are put at
the position 401 and the position 402, respectively, and are
moved in a desired direction of movement.

On the other hand, in this embodiment, in a case where an
image is enlarged, as shown in FIG. 29(a) and FIG. 30, a point
on the touch panel 50 of the sensor apparatus 100 is pressed
with the operator, and accordingly whether pressure-sensing
is ONornotisjudgedto be YES in Step 1 (S1). Then, the press
is maintained, and accordingly whether pressure-sensing is
OFF or not is judged to be NO in Step 2 (S2). Then, while the
press is maintained, the operator is moved to an upper portion
of the screen, with the result that the movement direction is
recognized in Step 3 (S3) and it is judged in Step 4 (S4) that
an instruction of enlargement is made.

In a case where an image is contracted, as shown in FIG.
29(b) and FIG. 30, a point on the touch panel 50 is pressed
with the operator, and accordingly whether pressure-sensing
is ONornotisjudgedto be YES in Step 1 (S1). Then, the press
is maintained, and accordingly whether pressure-sensing is
OFF or not is judged to be NO in Step 2 (S2). Then, while the
press is maintained, the operator is moved to a lower portion
of the screen, with the result that the movement direction is
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recognized in Step 3 (S3) and it is judged in Step 4 (S4) that
an instruction of contraction is made.

In a case where an image is moved, as shown in FIG. 29(c)
and FIG. 30, when a point on the touch panel 50 is pressed
once (single click) with the operator, and accordingly
whether pressure-sensing is ON or not is judged to be YES in
Step 1 (S1), and whether pressure-sensing is OFF or not is
further judged to be YES in Step 2 (S2). Then, in a case where
there are no additional clicks, it is judged to be a pressure-
sensitive single click in Step 5 (S5), and when the operator is
moved in a state where the press is canceled, it is judged in
Step 6 (S6) that an instruction of movement is given.

In a case where an image is rotated, as shown in FI1G. 29(d)
and FIG. 30, the base point is pressed twice (double click)
with the operator, and accordingly whether pressure-sensing
is ON or not is judged to be YES in Step 1 (S1), and whether
pressure-sensing is OFF or not is further judged to be YES in
Step 2 (S2). Then, since there is an additional click (double
click), it is judged not to be a pressure-sensitive single click in
Step 5 (S5), and it is judged to be YES in Step 7 (S7) and
judged in Step 8 (S8) that an instruction of rotation is given.
Next, the operator is moved to a position away from the base
point, and then moved in a direction of rotation in a state
where the press is canceled, thus performing a rotation opera-
tion.

In a case of the page scrolling, or scrolling to the top of file
or the end of file, as shown in FIG. 29(e) and FIG. 30, a point
on the touch panel 50 of the sensor apparatus 100 is pressed
with the operator, and accordingly whether pressure-sensing
is ONornotisjudged to be YES in Step 1 (S1). Then, the press
is maintained, and accordingly whether pressure-sensing is
OFF or not is judged to be NO in Step 2 (S2). Then, the
operator is moved on the touch panel 50 in a right direction or
left direction, with the result that the movement direction is
recognized in Step 3 (S3), and it is judged in Step 4 (S4) that
an instruction of page scrolling, or scrolling to the top of file
or the end of file is given. In FIG. 29, a state of being judged
as an input due to a press of the operator is referred to as a
pressure-sensitive operation +, indicated by a black circle,
and a state of not being judged as an input, in which a press by
the operator is not made, is referred to as a pressure-sensitive
operation -, indicated by a white circle. One-time input
operation (single click) made by a press of the operator is
indicated by +. Two-time input operations (double click)
made by a press of the operator is indicated by x.

In this embodiment, programming is made such that if the
movement of the operator in the early 60 msec is within about
+30 degrees or from about 150 degrees to 210 degrees from
the horizontal direction (right and left direction on the screen)
onthe XY plane, it is judged that the movement is made in the
horizontal direction. Further, programming is made such that
if the movement of the operator in the early 60 msec is within
about 60 to 120 degrees or 240 degrees to 300 degrees from
the horizontal direction (right and left direction on the screen)
onthe XY plane, it is judged that the movement is made in the
vertical direction (up-and-down direction on the screen).
Then, programming is made such that in the cases not
included in those ranges, it is not judged that an instruction of
enlargement, contraction, or the like is given, and it is judged
that the movement is made in the horizontal direction if the
position obtained 140 msec later is in a range of about +40
degrees or from about 140 degrees to 220 degrees from the
horizontal direction, or judged that the movement is made in
the vertical direction if the position is in a range of 50 to 130
degrees or 230 degrees to 310 degrees from the horizontal
direction. Then, programming is made such that in the cases
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not included in those ranges, it is not judged that an instruc-
tion of enlargement, contraction, or the like is given.

As described above, in the use examples shown in this
embodiment, one operator suffices, with the result that the
operability is excellent as compared to a case where two
operators are necessary.

It should be understood that various changes and modifi-
cations to the presently preferred embodiments described
herein will be apparent to those skilled in the art. Such
changes and modifications can be made without departing
from the spirit and scope of the present invention and without
diminishing its intended advantages. It is therefore intended
that such changes and modifications be covered by the
appended claims.

The invention claimed is:

1. A sensor apparatus comprising:

a touch panel that includes an input operation surface and
an electrode pattern formed on a substrate, the electrode
pattern located inside a coordinate detection area in a
lateral plane, to detect a coordinate position at which an
operator comes into contact with the input operation
surface directly or indirectly;

a casing configured to accommodate the touch panel;

a plurality of pressure-sensitive sensors, each of which is
located in a circumferential area that is outside of the
coordinate detection area, and includes a first electrode
directly fixed to the substrate and separate from the
electrode pattern, a second electrode directly fixed to the
casing, and an elastic body arranged between the sub-
strate and the casing and elastically supporting the sub-
strate with respect to the casing, and detects a pressing
force input to the input operation surface, as a change of
a capacitance between the first and second electrodes,
such that coordinate detection and pressure detection
both occur in the lateral plane, wherein the plurality of
pressure-sensitive sensors includes a first pressure-sen-
sitive sensor and a second pressure-sensitive sensor; and

ajudgment unit configured to judge whether an input made
by the operator is an erroneous input based on a first
magnitude of a first variation in capacitance in a tempo-
ral change over a predetermined time period of a first
output from the first pressure-sensitive sensor and a sec-
ond magnitude of a second variation in capacitance in
the temporal change over the predetermined time period
of a second output from the second pressure-sensitive
sensor, the first variation in capacitance being in an
opposite direction from the second variation in capaci-
tance, by determining, during movement of the coordi-
nate position in a lateral direction, whether the first
magnitude of the first variation in capacitance and the
second magnitude of the second variation in capacitance
both exceed a predetermined threshold, and responsive
to determining that the first magnitude of the first varia-
tion in capacitance and the second magnitude of the
second variation in capacitance both exceed the prede-
termined threshold, judging the input made by the opera-
tor as the erroneous input.

2. The sensor apparatus according to claim 1, wherein

the first electrode has a shape different from that of the
elastic body.

3. The sensor apparatus according to claim 1, wherein

the elastic body has Young’s modulus of 0.001 to 2 MPa
and a response speed having a recovery time of 400 ms
or less.

4. The sensor apparatus according to claim 1, wherein

the input operation surface has a rectangular shape, and
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the plurality of pressure-sensitive sensors are arranged at
each of four corners of the touch panel.

5. The sensor apparatus according to claim 4, wherein

the elastic body is formed in an annular shape along a
circumference of the touch panel.

6. The sensor apparatus according to claim 5, wherein

the first electrode is formed correspondingly to each of the
four corner positions of the touch panel, and the plurality
of first electrodes are electrically connected to each
other.

7. The sensor apparatus according to claim 5, wherein

the first and second electrodes are each formed in the
annular shape along the circumference of the touch
panel.

8. The sensor apparatus according to claim 1, wherein

the touch panel includes a first substrate having a first
electrode pattern, a second substrate having a second
electrode pattern, and a bonding layer that bonds the first
substrate and the second substrate to each other, and

the first electrode of each one of the plurality of pressure-
sensitive sensors is formed on the first substrate of the
touch panel.

9. The sensor apparatus according to claim 1, wherein

the first electrode includes two electrode portions that are
opposed to the second electrode with the elastic body
being interposed therebetween.

10. The sensor apparatus according to claim 1, further

comprising:

afirst conductor layer provided to correspond to the second
electrode; and

a first dielectric layer that is provided between the first
conductor layer and the second electrode, and has a
dielectric constant smaller than that of the elastic body.

11. The sensor apparatus according to claim 1, further

comprising:

a second conductor layer provided to correspond to the first
electrode; and

a second dielectric layer that is provided between the sec-
ond conductor layer and the first electrode, and has a
dielectric constant smaller than that of the elastic body.

12. The sensor apparatus according to claim 1, wherein

the touch panel is a capacitive touch panel.

13. An information processing apparatus comprising:

a touch panel that includes an input operation surface and
an electrode pattern formed on a substrate, the electrode
pattern located inside a coordinate detection area in a
lateral plane, to detect a coordinate position at which an
operator comes into contact with the input operation
surface directly or indirectly;

a casing configured to accommodate the touch panel;

a plurality of pressure-sensitive sensors, each of which is
located in a circumferential area that is outside of the
coordinate detection area, and includes a first electrode
directly fixed to the substrate and separate from the
electrode pattern, a second electrode directly fixed to the
casing, and an elastic body arranged between the sub-
strate and the casing and elastically supporting the sub-
strate with respect to the casing, and detects a pressing
force input to the input operation surface, as a change of
a capacitance between the first and second electrodes,
such that coordinate detection and pressure detection
both occur in the lateral plane, wherein the plurality of
pressure-sensitive sensors includes a first pressure-sen-
sitive sensor and a second pressure-sensitive sensor;

adisplay panel that is arranged on a back surface side of the
touch panel and accommodated in the casing; and
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ajudgment unit configured to judge whether an input made
by the operator is an erroneous input based on a first
magnitude of a first variation in capacitance in a tempo-
ral change over a predetermined time period of a first
output from the first pressure-sensitive sensor and a sec- 5
ond magnitude of a second variation in capacitance in
the temporal change over the predetermined time period
of a second output from the second pressure-sensitive
sensor, the first variation in capacitance being in an
opposite direction from the second variation in capaci- 10
tance, by determining, during movement of the coordi-
nate position in a lateral direction, whether the first
magnitude of the first variation in capacitance and the
second magnitude of the second variation in capacitance
both exceed a predetermined threshold, and responsive 15
to determining that the first magnitude of the first varia-
tion in capacitance and the second magnitude of the
second variation in capacitance both exceed the prede-
termined threshold, judging the input made by the opera-
tor as the erroneous input. 20
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